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ment. That statement having been taken down and having been
signed by me, I was then arrested on a charge of attempted murder.
It was a very great shock to me, indeed. It was almost imme-
diately after I had signed the statement that I was arrested.
Inspector Crutchett said, " Superintendent Weaver has got some-
thing to say to you/' then he turned round to me and arrested
me.
There was no consideration of my statement before arrest.    It
was about an hour after that that I was looking through my busi-
ness letters.    There were  amongst that bundle of  letters  in the
brown paper business letters, and when I was given the leave to
look at my business letters I understood that to include the letters
in the packet as well as the ones upon the desk.    Amongst those
letters in the bundle I saw this little packet.    The police did not
tell me at that time that they were coming to Mayfielcl to search.
I only knew that a f&w minutes before I was taken to the cells,
about  four  o'clock,   roughly.    All that time  I had  remembered
that in the bureau there would be 2 ounces of wluto arsenic, and I
was under the impression that the police would find that packet.
Next morning I sent my managing clerk over to Hereford for the
purpose of getting the assistance of Mr. Matthews,    Mr. Matthews
came out to Hay to see me.    I told Mr. Matthews at that first in-
terview   about  this   packet.       On   the   next   morning,   the  2nd
January, which was the first hearing at the Police Court, at my
request  Mr.   Matthews   from  time  to  time   pressed   Mr.   Mickle-
thwait for a list of what the police had  found at Mayfield.   It
was a long time before any list was supplied.    The amount which
I gave of the arsenic which I said in my statement was purchased
in January, 1921, was really the amount which was applicable to
the arsenic which I had purchased in 1919.    I was not deceiving
the police at any time as to being in possession of arsenic.
Just to remind the jury of one sentence only—" The cupboard
where I keep the arsenic at my house contains boot-cleaning
materials, and is unlocked." So that you were at the first moment
before your arrest, at a time when you did not know you were
going to be arrested, making a voluntary statement telling the
police that you were in possession of arsenic and telling them
where that 1919 packet was?—Yes.
You were asked whether you were present when Dr. Hincks
examined Mrs. Armstrong on 18th August, 1920. Just look at
your diary (exhibit 14) for August, 1920. You said yesterday you
were not there. Read through the note, " Town, met Wade, 60
St. James Street, Devonshire Club, 8 p.m." Does that show that
on that day when Dr. Hincks examined your wife you were in
fact away altogether 1—Yes. Upon the 22nd my wife was taken
to Barnwood. She was quite able to understand that she was being
taken away from home. She was a woman who was devoted to
her home and to her children. She was very disturbed at being

